6 TURKEY, GREECE AND THE GREAT POWERS

which signified ' Do as you will/ or ' Let it lie by.' " *
In brief, after purchasing a favourable verdict from the
Sultan, you could only have it executed by purchasing the
good will of his pashas on the spot. The meekness with
which the Powers of Europe bore this oppression naturally
tended to perpetuate it. The Turk's appetite for bribes,
stimulated by gratification, became more and more
exacting as time went on, and his insolence, encouraged
by the Frank's " prudence," attained such dimensions
that the surprising thing is, not that the treaties were so
systematically violated, but that they were observed at all.
No doubt the Turk's own prudence set a limit to his
rapacity, and he chose to shear rather than to slay the
sheep that grew the golden fleece.

Similar vexations and extortions were inflicted upon
the Franks who travelled about the country. On every
road they encountered officers who levied arbitrary and
exorbitant duties, ostensibly for maintaining the high-
ways in good repair and guarding them against rogues
and robbers; but, " instead of being a safeguard,
prove the greatest rogues and robbers themselves,"
writes a plaintive English parson of the seventeenth
century.2 Private Turks copied the manners of the
public functionaries. One English traveller tells how
on his journey from Nicosia to Famagusta he met four
Turks who demanded that he should give them his
mount. He -refused, and they in revenge pulled him
out of the saddle by the heels, beat him " most pitifully "
and left him on the road " almost for dead." 3 The very
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